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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASAS 21Q

Contingation of Box .2

CTaims Nos.: 1,4,16 (in part)

From the description and drawings as a whole it is assumed that the taper
of claim 1 is in the opposite direction to as stated. Ne semcylindrical
body is supported by the description, cf claim 4. rather, a pair of
bodies which, at least in the unexpanded state, overlap and comprise
rather more than a half eylinder. Ne figure 8 shape is supported by the
deicr;pzion. The shape described at p.6/para.l is assumed to be here
intended. '

The applicant’s attention is drawn to the fact that ¢laims, or parts of
claims, relating to inventions in respect of which no international
search report has been established need not be the subject of an
jnternational preliminary examination (Rule 66.1{(e) PCT). The applicant
is advised that the EPO policy when acting as an International
Preliminary Examining Authority is normally net to carry out a
preliminary examinatien on matfer which has not been searched. This is
the case irrespective of whether or not the claims are amended following
receipt of the search reporit or during any Chapter II procedure.
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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCTASA’ 210

This International Searching Authority found muttipie (groups of)
inventions in this international application, as follows:

1. Claims: 1-9,18-34
Expandable retractor comprising, in its uncontracted state,
two overtapping partial cylinders

2. Claims: 1,10-15,35-49

Expandable retractor characterised by hinged callar

3. Claims: 1,16,17,73-78

Expandable retractor with nen-circular expanded cross
section.

4, Claims: 50-58

Kit comprising expandable retractor and retractor expander
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